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Streets like this one 

in Chicago embody 

a key aspect of 

what makes cities 

successful:  all the 

necessary 

ingredients of active 

pedestrian life.

Most of this 

presentation deals 

with bringing these 

ingredients to 

Memphis in full 

force.   



This presentation, and all of my work, is based on 

the conviction that a successful city is one in which 

people choose to walk.  

They will also drive and take transit (which  

supports walking).  But, if people are not 

comfortable using Memphis as pedestrians, then it 

will never provide the high quality of life that is now 

demanded of our communities, and those with a 

choice will choose to locate elsewhere.



Part 1

Principles



A successful city = people walking.

How do you get people to walk?

There must be:

- A reason to walk (balance of uses)

- A safe walk (reality and perception)

- A comfortable walk (space and orientation)

- An interesting walk (signs of humanity)

All four conditions must be met.  

We will address each in turn.



A successful city = people walking.

How do you get people to walk?

- A reason to walk (balance of uses)



Jane Jacobs:

ñAlmost nobody travels willingly from sameness to 

sameness. . . even if the physical effort required is 

trivial.ò  The first precondition to pedestrian life is a 

healthy and balanced mix of uses within walking 

distance.  

The story of our cities losing their mix of uses in the 

20th century is the story of how suburban thinking 

replaced urban thinking in the planning profession.   



Historically, there are only two established ways of 

building communities:  the traditional 

neighborhood, and suburban sprawl.  The 

traditional neighborhood evolved naturally in 

response to manôs needs.  Suburban sprawl was 

invented in response to the automobile, and now 

covers the majority of developed land in the U.S.  

Its principles and techniques have also profoundly 

impacted the design of our cities, which often 

accommodate automobiles at the expense of 

pedestrian life. 



The traditional neighborhood is compact, walkable, and 

diverse, that is, fully mixed in use.  Almost every aspect of 

daily life is within a close, comfortable walk.  It is an extremely 

evolved and complex organism.



In contrast, suburban sprawl is not compact, walkable or 

diverse, and is extremely simple.  It is composed of large 

areas of single use, each of which can be easily classified.



There are places to live.



There are places to work.



There are places to shop.



There are single-use institutional sites, usually consolidated 

and oversized, such as this high school to which no student 

will ever walk.


